
Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought
Experiments

A Journey Beyond the Page: Discovering the
Magic of 'Doing Philosophy'

Imagine a world where the ordinary transforms into the extraordinary, where everyday
questions blossom into profound explorations. This is the enchanting realm that 'Doing
Philosophy: An Introduction Through Thought Experiments' invites you to enter. It's not
just a book; it's a passport to a land of wonder, accessible to every curious soul,
regardless of age or academic background. From the very first page, you're swept into a
narrative that is as imaginative as it is illuminating.

The true genius of this book lies in its ability to weave complex philosophical ideas into
relatable, often whimsical, thought experiments. You'll find yourself grappling with the
nature of reality alongside characters who feel as real as your closest friends. The author
has a gift for imbuing these intellectual puzzles with surprising emotional depth. You
won't just *think* about the concepts; you'll *feel* them, experiencing the joy of discovery
and the quiet contemplation that philosophy offers. This emotional resonance is what
makes the book universally appealing. Whether you're a student encountering philosophy
for the first time, a seasoned academic seeking a fresh perspective, or simply a general
reader with a yearning to understand yourself and the world a little better, this book
speaks directly to your heart.

What makes 'Doing Philosophy' so captivating is its unique approach. Instead of dry
lectures, you're presented with scenarios that spark your own critical thinking. You'll
encounter:

The Lure of the Hypothetical: Thought experiments that challenge your assumptions about
consciousness, ethics, and existence.

Characters You'll Cherish: Engaging personalities who guide you through intricate debates with
empathy and wit.

Questions That Resonate: Timeless inquiries that, once posed, will echo in your mind long after
you've closed the book.

A Safe Space for Exploration: An environment that encourages questioning and diverse viewpoints
without judgment.

This book is an optimistic embrace of our innate human curiosity. It reminds us that the
greatest adventures often begin with a simple question. It’s a testament to the power of



Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought Experiments

2 Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought Experiments

imagination and its vital role in philosophical inquiry. Prepare to be delighted, challenged,
and ultimately, deeply inspired.

Why This Book is a Timeless Classic:

In a world that often rushes forward, 'Doing Philosophy' invites us to pause, to ponder,
and to truly engage with the fundamental questions of life. Its brilliance lies in its ability to
make philosophy feel not like a daunting academic pursuit, but a joyous, accessible, and
profoundly human endeavor. The thought experiments are not mere intellectual
exercises; they are portals to understanding ourselves and our place in the universe. This
is a book that doesn't just teach you about philosophy; it teaches you *how* to do
philosophy, empowering you with the tools for lifelong critical thinking and self-discovery.

A Heartfelt Recommendation:

If you've ever found yourself gazing at the stars and wondering, or questioning the
fairness of the world, then this book is calling your name. 'Doing Philosophy' is more than
an introduction; it's an invitation to a lifelong conversation. It’s a magical journey that
continues to capture hearts worldwide because it taps into something fundamental within
us: the desire to understand. It fosters a sense of wonder and intellectual empowerment
that is truly precious.

My Strongest Recommendation:

This book is an absolute treasure. It is a timeless classic that I wholeheartedly
recommend to anyone seeking to explore the depths of human thought and experience.
Reading 'Doing Philosophy' is not just an education; it's an awakening. Dive in, and
prepare for a journey that will enrich your mind and nourish your soul. You'll emerge with
a profound appreciation for the art of questioning and a renewed sense of wonder about
the world. This book's lasting impact is its ability to transform readers into enthusiastic
philosophers, forever changed by its engaging narratives and insightful explorations.
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use the mental tools that the world s greatest thinkers used to generate epiphanies
explore the world and hone their reasoning in traditional education you re taught to recite
and regurgitate going a step farther you might learn some critical thinking skills but what
about applying them in the most audacious fascinating and inquisitive ways possible with
thought experiments philosophical and exploratory thinking pushes your boundaries and
opens new worlds learn to think using thought experiments is about how to analyze
perceive and interact with information and situations all in your mind and imagination it
poses a hypothetical and forces you to engage it and answer questions and reason
through arguments you ve never known this book will confuse frustrate and ultimately
improve your thinking prowess like nothing else on account of being thrown into the
mental  deep  end  challenge  yourself  and  you  will  grow improve  critical  thinking  by
applying it  in innovative and novel ways patrick king is an internationally bestselling
author and social skills coach his writing draws of a variety of sources from scientific
research academic experience coaching and real life experience become more naturally
curious inquisitive and sherlock holmes like the curious case of two cats and what they
teach us about uncertainty what choosing between 1 and 5 people says about you why
this entire world might just be a dream or simulation what a javelin has to do with infinite
how zeno s tortoise represents the point where reality and numbers diverge how chinese
logicians beetles fish and monkeys demonstrate different angles of reality and perception
learn  to  thrive  in  uncertain  situations and contemplate  more thoroughly  and deeply
thought experiments are a classic tool that everyone can use and they enable us to
explore more abstract situations and reason through them master thought experiments
and  you  can  master  simply  dealing  with  difficult  uncertain  impossible  or  confusing
questions and situations

this work investigates intuitions nature demonstrating how philosophers can best use
them in epistemology first the author considers several paradigmatic thought experiments
in epistemology that depict the appeal to intuition he then argues that the nature of
thought experiment generated intuitions is not best explained by an a priori platonism
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second the book instead develops and argues for a thin conception of epistemic intuitions
the  account  maintains  that  intuition  is  neither  a  priori  nor  a  posteriori  but  multi
dimensional  it  is  an intentional  but  non propositional  mental  state  that  is  also  non
conceptual and non phenomenal in nature moreover this state is individuated by its
progenitor namely the relevant thought experiment third the author provides an argument
for  the evidential  status of  intuitions based on the correct  account of  the nature of
epistemic intuition the suggestion is the fitting ness approach intuition alone has no
epistemic status rather intuition has evidentiary value as long as it fits well with other
pieces into a whole namely the pertinent thought experiment finally the book addresses
the key challenges raised by supporters of anti centrality according to which philosophers
do not regard intuition as central evidence in philosophy to that end the author responds
to them showing that they fail to affect the account of intuition developed in this book this
text appeals to students and researchers working in epistemology

arts  based thought  experiments  is  a  highly  visual  offering that  engages visual  arts
photography poetry creative non fiction memoir and speculative fiction in this novel book
the authors lean deeply into concepts of the imaginary and through artful experiments
with thought trouble the tensions between the human the posthuman and the more than
human in the anthropocene with its  intractable challenges and cataclysms engaging
posthuman positions when thinking of learning in socioecological terms is paramount to
human survival in this sense the arts offer creative and critical thought for the possibilities
of a post anthropocene earth contributors are raoul adam marilyn ahearn william boyd
euan boyd adrienne brown shae l brown teresa carapeto philemon chigeza amy cutter
mackenzie knowles david ellis katie hotko rita l irwin marianne logan ferdousi khatun
alexandra lasczik alys mendus yaw ofosu asare maia osborn marie laurence paquette
jemma peisker ziah peisker adrienne piscopo david rousell ben ryan billy ryan lisa siegel
helen widdop quinton thilinika wijesinghe and tracy young

did adam have a navel did adam and eve have sex is god merely a fictional character
like superman without thought experiments like these the field of science and religion
would be severely impoverished thought experiments are exercises of the imagination
like in many other disciplines the imagination has not received the attention it deserves in
theology this book argues that the imagination must be taken seriously as an engine for
progress it offers a theology of the imagination that is consistent with and goes beyond
existing discussions about pluralism at the intersection of science and religion

this book offers a readable introduction to the main aspects of thought experimenting in
philosophy and science together with related imaginative activities in mathematics and
linguistics  it  presents  the  main  options  in  understanding  thought  experiments  from
empiricism to platonism and discusses their strengths and weaknesses however it also
provides some original perspectives on the topic firstly it provides a new definition and
analysis  of  thought  experimenting  that  brings  it  closer  to  laboratory  experimenting
secondly it  develops the author s earlier theory of mental modelling proposed some
decades ago by him and some other researchers in the field as the crucial procedure in
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thought  experimenting  the  mental  modelling  approach  links  work  with  thought
experimenting to cognitive science and to research on mental simulation which is a hot
topic in present day research thirdly it proposes a principled way to respond to criticism of
thought experimenting by experimental philosophers as they have been dominating the
present day debates the response suggests a possible ameliorative self help project for
thought experimenting finally the book provides a way to systematize the history of
important thought experiments in science and philosophy and thus connects in an original
way the systematic investigation of experimenting to the historical work of famous thought
experiments it is of interest to scholars interested in history of ideas and philosophy of
science

thought  experiments  are  a  means of  imaginative  reasoning that  lie  at  the heart  of
philosophy from the pre socratics to the modern era and they also play central roles in a
range of fields from physics to politics the routledge companion to thought experiments is
an invaluable guide and reference source to this multifaceted subject comprising over 30
chapters by a team of international  contributors the companion covers the following
important areas the history of thought experiments from antiquity to the trolley problem
and quantum non locality  thought  experiments  in  the humanities  arts  and sciences
including ethics physics theology biology mathematics economics and politics theories
about  the nature of  thought  experiments  new discussions concerning the impact  of
experimental  philosophy  cross  cultural  comparison  studies  metaphilosophy  computer
simulations  idealization  dialectics  cognitive  science  the  artistic  nature  of  thought
experiments and metaphysical issues this broad ranging companion goes backwards
through  history  and  sideways  across  disciplines  it  also  engages  with  philosophical
perspectives from empiricism rationalism naturalism skepticism pluralism contextualism
and neo kantianism to phenomenology this volume will be valuable for anyone studying
the methods of philosophy or any discipline that employs thought experiments as well as
anyone interested in the power and limits of the mind

this book provides an essential comprehensive discussion on thought experiments and
how they have featured throughout the history of the personal identity debate in analytic
philosophy although many philosophical arguments employ thought experiments as a
valuable methodological tool there is a lack of focused discussion on the significant role
these experiments play in the personal identity debate specifically this book covers a
range of central theories and examines how thought experiments have been featured
throughout each the author discusses and responds to pivotal works on personal identity
such as john locke s essay concerning human understanding derek parfit s reasons and
persons as well as more recent arguments in the discussion the book also explores how
thought experiments are used for related debates in other philosophical traditions thought
experiments and personal identity will be of interest to scholars and advanced students
working in contemporary philosophy of mind and metaphysics as well as those with an
interest in philosophical methodology

from lucretius throwing a spear beyond the boundary of the universe to einstein racing
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against a beam of light thought experiments stand as a fascinating challenge to the
necessity of data in the empirical sciences are these experiments conducted uniquely in
our imagination simply rhetorical devices or communication tools or are they an essential
part of scientific practice this volume surveys the current state of the debate and explores
new avenues of research into the epistemology of thought experiments

doing philosophy helps students understand the nature and purpose of philosophical
inquiry by explaining what philosophical problems are how they can be solved and why
searching for solutions is important by acquainting students with philosophical theories
and the thought experiments used to test them this text fosters active learning and helps
students become better thinkers

what if  collected thought experiments in philosophy is a brief collection of over 100
classic and contemporary thought experiments each exploring an important philosophical
argument these thought experiments introduce students to the kind of disciplined thought
required  in  philosophy  and  awaken  their  intellectual  curiosity  featuring  a  clear  and
conversational writing style that doesn t dilute the ideas the value of the book is in its
simplicity  in  both  format  and  tone  each  thought  experiment  is  accompanied  by
commentary from the author that explains its importance and provides thought provoking
questions all encapsulated on two pages

an investigation into the philosophical implications of thought experiments in science
brown provides a fascinating account of some of the most influential thought experiments
in the history of science

this book is invaluable for teachers and students in high school and junior college who
struggle  to  understand  the  principles  of  modern  physics  and  incorporate  scientific
methods in their lessons it provides interactive and multidisciplinary approaches that will
help  prepare  present  and  future  generations  to  face  the  technological  and  social
challenges they will face rather than using a unidirectional didactic approach the authors
scientists philosophers communication experts science historians and science education
innovators divide the book into two parts the first  part  communicating contemporary
physics examines how new physics developments affect modern culture while the second
part digital challenges for physics learning covers physics education research using ict
plus the experiences of classroom teachers and a range of ideas and projects to innovate
physics and stem teaching

this book looks at the role of the imagination in science from both philosophical and
psychological perspectives these contributions combine to provide a comprehensive and
exciting picture of this under explored subject

thought  experiments  are  a  means of  imaginative  reasoning that  lie  at  the heart  of
philosophy from the pre socratics to the modern era and they also play central roles in a
range of fields from physics to politics the routledge companion to thought experiments is
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an invaluable guide and reference source to this multifaceted subject comprising over 30
chapters by a team of international  contributors the companion covers the following
important areas the history of thought experiments from antiquity to the trolley problem
and quantum non locality  thought  experiments  in  the humanities  arts  and sciences
including ethics physics theology biology mathematics economics and politics theories
about  the nature of  thought  experiments  new discussions concerning the impact  of
experimental  philosophy  cross  cultural  comparison  studies  metaphilosophy  computer
simulations  idealization  dialectics  cognitive  science  the  artistic  nature  of  thought
experiments and metaphysical issues this broad ranging companion goes backwards
through  history  and  sideways  across  disciplines  it  also  engages  with  philosophical
perspectives from empiricism rationalism naturalism skepticism pluralism contextualism
and neo kantianism to phenomenology this volume will be valuable for anyone studying
the methods of philosophy or any discipline that employs thought experiments as well as
anyone interested in the power and limits of the mind

thought experiments by ancient philosophers are often open to debate in what sense did
their reasoning really concern thought experimentation for instance in plato s republic
glaucon uses the myth of gyges to demonstrate why people who practice justice do so
unwillingly a challenge posed to socrates and provided through some sort of thought
experiment by imagining the effects of using the ring of invisibility was intended to answer
the question of human nature and our basis for the inclination towards justice or injustice
this collection expands the current but rare topic of whether it is possible to articulate a
discussion about thought experiments and their arguments from the historical perspective
of  philosophy  and  science  it  may  sometimes  seem  that  in  a  loose  sense  any
philosophical reflection can already be interpreted as some form of thought experiment
although the functions of it are very diverse and complex and often closely linked to other
cognitive tools such as visualization imagination or idealization the contributions in this
book provide new insights into how the concept of a thought experiment coincides with
more modern perceptions the purpose of the book is to show how philosophers already in
antiquity began to use thought experiments and argumentation to convey theories in an
accessible  manner  and  how  philosophical  hypotheses  often  being  subjective  and
impossible to prove through empirical evidence helped to promote scientific knowledge
and discoveries different authors develop several lines of argumentation claiming that
philosophical thinking can be understood by comparing it to scientific experimenting or
vice versa if empirical evidence is usually necessary for science thought experiments
may be used to develop a hypothesis or to prepare for experimentation the analysis of
historical  examples  of  thought  experiments  might  also  contribute  to  a  better
understanding  of  philosophical  endeavour  in  antiquity  as  a  whole

is there a connection between the covid 19 pandemic four students who skipped a class
to watch a movie greek philosopher socrates and a clock tower in switzerland yes these
are all involved in various thought experiments floating around in this universe this book
captures them all touching a wide range of topics such as economics ethics physics
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mathematics medicine democracy artificial intelligence and machine learning written in
simple language the ideas discussed may serve as material for family discussions party
conversations or intriguing classroom debates once you get the book a virtual tour of the
entire universe will be on your finger tips

the title calls them thought experiments and that s exactly what they are the author
presents a concept and discusses many different ideas related to that concept then gives
the reader something to ponder on thought experiments cater to the curious within a
science lab you re limited by things like physical space money and ethics in your mind
you are not limited at all thought experiments keep you mentally sharp by giving your
mind a workout and challenging you to constantly think they provide a manner to make
complicated concepts more approachable and help you to examine the consequence of
ideas from various perspectives perhaps best of all when done right the best thought
experiments  will  blow  your  mind  this  book  is  a  collection  of  25  original  thought
experiments spanning a host of topics including science mathematics morality social and
personal concepts and many other intriguing ideas aimed at anyone with an interest in
taking ideas and expanding them in fascinating and often mind blowing ways the book
will stretch your imagination and fill it with intrigue

Recognizing the way ways to get this book Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through
Thought Experiments is additionally useful. You have remained in right site to start
getting this info. get the Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought Experiments
member that we present here and check out the link. You could buy lead Doing
Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought Experiments or get it as soon as feasible.
You could quickly download this Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought
Experiments after getting deal. So, in imitation of you require the book swiftly, you can
straight get it. Its appropriately agreed easy and hence fats, isnt it? You have to favor to
in this heavens

How do I know which eBook platform is the best for me?1.

Finding the best eBook platform depends on your reading preferences and device compatibility.2.
Research different platforms, read user reviews, and explore their features before making a choice.

Are free eBooks of good quality? Yes, many reputable platforms offer high-quality free eBooks,3.
including classics and public domain works. However, make sure to verify the source to ensure the
eBook credibility.

Can I read eBooks without an eReader? Absolutely! Most eBook platforms offer web-based4.
readers or mobile apps that allow you to read eBooks on your computer, tablet, or smartphone.

How do I avoid digital eye strain while reading eBooks? To prevent digital eye strain, take regular5.
breaks, adjust the font size and background color, and ensure proper lighting while reading
eBooks.

What the advantage of interactive eBooks? Interactive eBooks incorporate multimedia elements,6.
quizzes, and activities, enhancing the reader engagement and providing a more immersive learning
experience.

Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought Experiments is one of the best book in our7.
library for free trial. We provide copy of Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought
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Experiments in digital format, so the resources that you find are reliable. There are also many
Ebooks of related with Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought Experiments.

Where to download Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought Experiments online for8.
free? Are you looking for Doing Philosophy An Introduction Through Thought Experiments PDF?
This is definitely going to save you time and cash in something you should think about.

Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more accessible than
ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can now carry entire libraries in their pockets.
Among the various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as a popular
choice. These sites offer a treasure trove of knowledge and entertainment without the
cost. But what makes these sites so valuable, and where can you find the best ones?
Let's dive into the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow you to access a vast array of books without
spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway
around the world, you can access your favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided you
have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to children's books, free ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the public domain.
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Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers millions of
free ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an excellent
resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against malware
that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources,
including textbooks and scholarly articles.
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Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making these
sites great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational materials for
different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with
options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the financial
burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those with
visual impairments.
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Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an alternative way
to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and access
your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so you can
pick up right where you left off, no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be
poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and transferring
between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to advance.
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Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range of
books without the financial burden. They are invaluable resources for readers of all ages
and interests, providing educational materials, entertainment, and accessibility features.
So why not explore these sites and discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public domain or have the rights to distribute them. How do I know if
an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the site has proper security
measures. Can I download ebooks to any device? Most free ebook sites offer downloads
in multiple formats, making them compatible with various devices like e-readers, tablets,
and smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are perfect for those who prefer listening to their books. How can I
support authors if I use free ebook sites? You can support authors by purchasing their
books when possible, leaving reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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